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TEMPLATE FOR

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF
INJURED PLAINTIFF

OUTLINE
By Andrew Smiley, Esq.

Ask witness to look at jury and introduce herself
Give background information (extent will vary by
witness/case)
a. Residence
b. Education
c. Employment
d. Age
e. Married/single/kids/grandkids
f. Relevant background for specific case facts
Turn attention to date of accident
a. Start with the morning
b. Chronologically lead up to the accident
The accident
a. Open questions asking witness to describe — in sections
— events of accident
1. Where were you coming from/going to?
i1. How was the weather?



i11. What route did you take?
iv. Did something out of the ordinary happen?
v. What happened?
vi. Then what?
vil. Then what?
b. INTRO EXHIBITS ( photos, docs, etc.)
c. Witnesses?
d. Statements made at scene
e. Who responded
f. How leave the scene ( ambulance?)
Damages
a. Medical Treatment

1. Chronologically go through medical treatment to

present time
i1. Touch on hospitalizations, surgeries, rehab
1i1. Address pain and suffering
iv. Did it hurt?
v. How did you feel during rehabilitation?

b. Current Pain and Suffering and Loss of Enjoyment

questions
1. Are you in pain now? Describe?

1. Have the injuries you sustained in this accident
had an impact on your social life? Your

employment? Your marriage? Your hobbies?
c. Concerns for the future
1. Future surgery
i1. Future expenses
111. Future earnings
1v. Future physical deterioration



v. Playing with grandkids
vi. Enjoying hobbies
6. End with “ What, for you, has been the worst part about
the injuries you have sustained from this accident?”
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https://law.justia.com/codes/new-york/2016/cvp/article-45/r4518/

2016 New York Laws

CVP - Civil Practice Law & Rules
Article 45 - (Civil Practice Law &
Rules) EVIDENCE

R4518 - Business records.

Universal Citation: NY CPLR § R4518 (2016)

Rule 4518. Business records. (a) Generally. Any writing or recor
whether in the form of an entry in a Dbook or otherwise, made
memorandum or record of any act, transaction, occurrence or event,
be admissible in evidence in proof of that act, transaction, occu
or event, i1f the judge finds that it was made in the regular cour
any business and that it was the regular course of such business t
it, at the time of the act, transaction, occurrence or event, or -
a reasonable time thereafter. An electronic record, as defin
section three hundred two of the state technology law, used or sto
such a memorandum or record, shall be admissible in a tangible e
that is a true and accurate representation of such electronic =
The court may consider the method or manner by which the elec
record was stored, maintained or retrieved in determining whethe
exhibit is a true and accurate representation of such electronic r
All other circumstances of the making of the memorandum or
including lack of personal knowledge by the maker, may be prov
affect its weight, but they shall not affect its admissibility. Th
business includes a business, profession, occupation and call

every kind.

(b) Hospital bills. A hospital bill is admissible 1in evidence und
this rule and is prima facie evidence of the facts contained, pr
it bears a certification by the head of the hospital or by a respo
employee in the controller's or accounting office that the Dbi
correct, that each of the items was necessarily supplied and th

amount charged is reasonable. This subdivision shall not apply t

11/1/2021, 3:19 PM
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proceeding 1n a surrogate's court nor in any action instituted by
behalf of a hospital to recover payment for accommodations or su
furnished or for services rendered by or in such hospital, excep
in a proceeding pursuant to section one hundred eighty-nine of the
law to determine the validity and extent of the lien of a hospital
certified hospital bills are prima facie evidence of the £
services and of the reasonableness of any charges which do not

the comparable charges made by the hospital in the care of wor

compensation patients.

(c) Other records. All records, writings and other things referred
in sections 2306 and 2307 are admissible in evidence under this ru
are prima facie evidence of the facts contained, provided they !
certification or authentication by the head of the hospital, labor
department or bureau of a municipal corporation or of the state,
an employee delegated for that purpose or by a qualified phys
Where a hospital record is 1in the custody of a warehouse
"warehouseman" as that term is defined by paragraph (h) of subdi-
one of section 7-102 of the uniform commercial code, pursuant to a
approved 1in writing by the state commissioner of health, admissi!
under this subdivision may be established by a certification made !
manager of the warehouse that sets forth (i) the authority by whic
record is held, including but not limited to a court order, order
commissioner, or order or resolution of the governing body or of
of the hospital, and (ii) that the record has been in the exc
custody of such warehouse or warehousemen since its receipt fr
hospital or, if another has had access to it, the name and addre
such person and the date on which and the circumstances under whic
access was had. Any warehouseman providing a certification as re
by this subdivision shall have no 1liability for acts or omi
relating thereto, except for intentional misconduct, an
warehouseman is authorized to assess and collect a reasonable char

providing the certification described by this subdivision...

2 0of 2 11/1/2021, 3:19 PM



HOW TO INTRODUCE AN ITEM
INTO EVIDENCE

By Andrew Smiley, Esq.

Ask judge for permission to approach to have an
item marked for identification;

Show it to you adversary before approaching;

Hand to court officer and ask “may I please have this
marked as plaintiff’s exhibit  for identification.”

Ask judge “may I please show it to the witness?”;

a. Note* If using pre-marked exhibits you will join
#3 and #4 and state to the judge: “ may I please
approach the witness with what has been pre-
marked as exhibit ?”

Show it to your witness without the jury being able
to see it and state the following series of questions:



a. “Dustin, I am handing you what has been marked
as plaintiff’s exhibit  for identification, do you
recognize it?”

b. “What do you recognize it to be?”

c. “Does plaintiff’s exhibit _ fairly and accurately
depict (the scene of the accident/the letter
you signed, etc.)?”

d. For a business record (CPLR insert: “was this
document/record prepared by you/your company
in the ordinary course of business?”

e. “Will this document/photo/etc. aid and assist you
in your testimony today?”

Then turned to the judge and state “ Y our Honor we
offer what has been marked as Exhibit  for
identification into evidence.”

The judge will ask your adversary if there are any
objections. Then the item will be “received it into”

evidence and assigned the appropriate number/letter
(1.e. Plaintiff’s Exhibit 1 or Defendants Exhibit A).



You may call your first witness.

14 MR. SMILEY: Thank you, your Honor. The

15 plaintiff calls the plaintiff, Dustin Dibble.

16 THE COURT: Mr. Dibble, if you will take
17 the witness stand, sir, please.
18 COURT CLERK: Step up and remain

19 standing. Hold up your right hand.

20 DUSTIN DIBBLE, after having been duly

21 sworn by the court clerk, was examined and testified

22 as follows: By the clerk

23 THE WITNESS: Yes, | do.
24 COURT CLERK: Have a seat, please. Ina
25 loud, clear voice, so they can hear you

26 throughout the courtroom, please give your name
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2 and address.

3 THE WITNESS: My name is Dustin Dibble.
4 | live at 6825 Colonial Road, Apartment 2R,

5 Brooklyn, New York, 11220.

6 COURT CLERK: Thank you. Witness has
7 been sworn.
8 MR. SMILEY: Thank you, your Honor.

9 DIRECT EXAMINATION

10 BY MR. SMILEY:

11 Q. Good afternoon, Dustin.

12 A. Good morning.

13 Q. Could you tell the jury how old you are.
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23

24

25

26

A. I'm 25 years old.

Q. And when were you born? What's your date
of birth?

A. | was born September 15th, 1983.

Q. Where did you grow up?

A. lgrew upin asmall town outside of
Buffalo called Corfu, New York.

Q.

A.

And tell us about your family.

My mom and my dad, my mom is right there

(indicating), and | have two older brothers.

Q.

And for how long did you stay in Corfu

before coming down to the city?

A.

| lived there my whole life, since | was



(6]

10

11

12

13

born.

Q.

A.

48

Direct-D.Dibble-Smiley

And what are your brothers' names?

My oldest brother's name is Christian,

and my other brother's name is Nicholas.

Q.

A.

Q.

names?

A.

How old are they?

Nick is 30 and Chris is 33.

What about your parents, what are their

My mom's name is Susan and my father's

name is Douglas.

Q.

A.

What do your parents do for a living?

My mom is a teacher, special education
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teacher, and my dad works in construction.

Q. Now, did you go to high school in Corfu

where you grew up?

A.  The high schools were located in that

town, but the school district was known as Pembroke.

Q. Didyou play any sports while in high

school?

A. Yeah. | played throughout my entire

time, from 7th grade up until 12th grade. | played

football, basketball and baseball.

Q. What positions did you play?

A.  Football, | played both offense and

defense. | was a safety on defense and wide receiver
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N

on offense. | was also the punter and the kicker. In

w

terms of basketball, | played shooting guard. And

4 baseball | played center field.

5 Q. And are you right handed dominant or left

6 hand dominant?

7 A. Right handed.

8 Q. What about with your legs, before your

9 accident, which was your dominant leg?

10 A. Same thing, right. It was my right leg.

11 Q. In high school did you receive any honors

12 either in academics or sports or anything else?

13 A. My senior year | made all league for both
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basketball, football and baseball. And | also made

the all greater Rochester basketball team, known as

the Ronald McDonald team. And | was voted by my peers

as most athletic in our senior class and also, like

you mentioned before, outstanding male athlete of the

year voted by faculty and coaching staff.

Q. After graduating from high school, did

you go to college?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. Where did you go to school?

A. | went to Utica College.

Q. Andjust give the jury a general idea

about what type of school that is.
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A. It's located right in the city of Utica,

New York. At the time that | started attending, it

was affiliated with Syracuse University. When |

graduated, | got a Syracuse diploma. It's a small,

private college, maybe about -- | think at the time

that | enrolled it was about 2,000 was the amount of

people that were going there at the time. On campus

housing and just a typical college.

Q. Anddid you play sports in college at

Utica?

A.  Yeah. | was recruited to play football

there. And while | was there for football, | actually
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submitted one of my tapes that | made myself to the

basketball coach and asked him if | could try out for

the team. | ended up playing football freshman year

and left the team because | wanted to play basketball.

And | wasn't able to do both at the same time.

Q. Didyou play the same positions in

college that you told us about in high school?

A. Yes, | did.

Q. And did you graduate from Utica College?

A. Yes.

Q. Didyou graduate with a degree?

A.  Yes. | graduated with a Bachelor of

Science degree, cuma laude.
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Q. What does cuma laude mean?

A. |believeit's a GPA, overall GPA of 3.4

or higher.

Q. Anddid you have a degree in a specific

area of study?

A. The degree that | received was in

economic crime investigation, criminal justice, with a

concentration in computer security.

Q. Isthere areason that you focused in

that area of study while in college?

A. One of the reasons | picked that college,

not only because | was recruited, but the economic
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crime investigation program, at the time Utica was one

of the only two colleges in the country that offered

that program. And from what | had talked about with

professors and orientation, it was high in demand in

terms of that field.

Q. And at the time that you got your studies

going in that area, did you have any idea of what you

wanted to use that degree for? What type of work you

wanted to get into?

A. lalways had a desire to be in some type

of law enforcement, whether or not it had been state

trooper, border patrol or, you know, | was younger, |

talked about possibly getting into the FBI someday.
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2 Q. When you graduated from college, when was
3 that?

4 A.  Graduated in May of 2005.

5 Q. What did you do after graduation?

6 A.  After graduation part of our requirements

7 for my major was | had to complete a ten week

(o]

internship. And | ended up getting an internship at

9 HIP Health Plans. It was located in Woodbridge, New

10 Jersey.

11 THE COURT: That's the health insurance

12 plan of New York?

13 THE WITNESS: Yes.
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THE COURT: HIP?

THE WITNESS: Yes.

Q. Canyou give the jury an idea of what

that internship involved and what you did?

A. Sure. The internship was in their

special investigations unit. Their main function

there is to focus on finding any health care fraud

committed against the company. And, unfortunately,

since | was just an intern, | was only allowed limited

access to the system. So, my primary obligations were

just to assist the other investigators in any type of

basic paperwork or questioning that it involved and

also answering their hotline to take complaints from
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subscribers and providers.

Q.

Did you eventually get a paying job in

the field of investigation?

A.

Q.

A.

Yes, | did.

What was your first paying job?

My first paying job was at Bergdorf

Goodman as a loss prevention specialist.

Q.

A.

Q.

When did you start there?

| started there February 6, 2006.

At the time that you started working at

Bergdorf, where did you live?

A.

When | first started working there, |
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lived on Staten Island, New York.

Q. Didyou live with anybody?

A.  Yes. |lived with my brother.

Q. Your brother Nick who is here?

A. My brother Nick, yes.

Q. And what did you do for Bergdorf Goodman?

What was your duties there?

A. | was aloss prevention specialist. We

were in charge of maintaining any type of integrity.

And we were responsible for all the merchandise and

the employees in the store. Also looking for

shoplifters, whether it was an employee or a customer.

Also, you know, bag checks, ID checks and any type of
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2 accidents or credit card fraud that had happened at

3 the company.

4 Q. And what days of the week would you work

5 back then, in February into April of 2006 at Bergdorf?

6 A. ltvaried. The store is a retail store.

7 So, the only time it was closed was major holidays.

8 We were open seven days a week. | never had steady

9 hours in terms of the actual days. It varied from

10 week to week.

11 MR. SMILEY: Your Honor, if it's okay

12 with the Court, | think at this time it would be

13 an appropriate time to perhaps take a break. The
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next area that we'll explore testimony will start

getting into the actual day of the incident.

THE COURT: And we would run over then.

MR. SMILEY: Yes. | believe we would run

over that time.

THE COURT: Okay. Very well. All right.

Mr. Dibble, why don't you resume your seat and

we'll continue your testimony tomorrow. Thank

you, sir.



6 CONTINUING DIRECT EXAMINATION

7 BY MR. SMILEY:

8 MR. SMILEY: May | proceed, your Honor?
9 THE COURT: You may.

10 MR. SMILEY: Thank you.

11 Q Good morning, Dustin.

12 A Good morning.

13 Q We're going to pick up where we left off,

14 which is talking about your work at Bergdorf Goodman

15 and that you were working Saturday, April 22, 2006?

16 A Yes, | was.

17 Q Okay. Tell us, what happened towards the

18 end of that day of work.

19 A Saturday, the store usually closes at 7,

20 and we leave anywhere in between 7:30, 8 o'clock,
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depending on how long it takes the associates to get

out of the store, the customers and for us to do our

closing procedures.

And so we were just closing up the

store at that time and waiting to leave for the day.

Q Anddid you have any plans or did you make

Heyward C. Davis - Official Court Reporter
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any plans to go out upon finishing work on Saturday?

A Yes, | did.

Q What did you do?

A | received a call from one of my friends

that I've been friends with for a long time since | was

younger, and she said that she was up at a bar with

some of her friends and she asked if | wanted to meet

her there.

Q Whatis this friend's name?

A Her name is Nikki Della Penta.

Q How did you know Nikki?

A I've known her since | was in sixth grade,
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we've been friends for a long time, and we even dated

for a couple of years.

Q Anddid you, in fact, go up and meet with

Nikki and some other people?

A Yes, | did.

Q And where did you go?

A We went to a bar up on the Upper West Side

of Manhattan.

Q Was that your first time going out on a

Saturday night in Manhattan?

A No, it wasn't.

Q Canyou give the jury an idea of what your

habits were back then as far as when and where you
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would go out in the city?

A Like I said before, the days | would work

usually varied. Sometimes | had to work on Saturday,

sometimes | wouldn't. So it depends, | mean we usually

try to stay in the area.

So at the time | didn't really know

that many people up there, really only knew the people

that | worked with.

So when we went out, we usually

generally stayed just in the area where Bergdorf was

located.

Q Where was that?
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A It's on 57th and Fifth Avenue.

Q And were there certain nights of the week

that you would typically go out or not go out?

A Just on the weekend, usually, | mean, the

days I'd have off during the week I'd used to run my

errands or do whatever stuff | couldn't take care of

because | wouldn't get out of work until, during the

week until 8:30, 9 o'clock, so | wasn't able to take

care of any errands, laundry or pay my bills, anything

like that that needs to take care of.

Q Approximately what time did you arrive at

the bar when you met up with Nikki and her friends?

A Approximately 9 o'clock, 9 p.m.
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Q Tell the jury what happened when you got

there, what transpired.

A Well, when | got there, she'd already been

there with a group of friends. | wasn't aware of any

of the friends, | didn't know them at all, they were

friends | believe she met when she was at college, and

we met up there.

And when | entered, they were sitting

at the back at a big table. There was a group of them.

| went to the back and sat down and just started

talking.

Q And were you guys drinking at the bar?
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A Yes, we were.

Q What were you drinking?

A We had pitchers of beer because there was

so many of people that they just ordered pitchers.

Q And what transpired throughout the rest of

your stay at that first bar?

A | just caught up with Nikki, | hadn't seen

her in a while, so we just reminisced, caught up on

things, just talked about old times and just drank.

Q Canyou give the jury an idea of how long

you were at that bar before leaving that bar?

A We were there maybe an hour or two.

Q And over the course of that time, about
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how much had you drank?

A Probably about three or four glasses, just

the typical bar glass. | don't know exactly how many

ounces those are, but just the typical glass you get

when you're out at a bar.

Q You were filling that with the pitchers

that were at the table?

A That s correct.

Q And where did you go upon leaving that

bar?

A After we left that bar, we walked, | don't

know how many blocks, couple of blocks, it was within
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walking distance to a second bar.

Q Okay. And do you remember what the

weather was that night?

A It was raining out that night.

Q And who was it that left the first bar

from the group of people that were there to go on the

second bar?

A When we left the first bar, the only

people that went to the next one was me, Nikki and one

of her friends.

Q And what did you do when you got to the

second bar?

A When we got to the second bar, the Buffalo
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2 Sabers game was on, hockey game, and so we were just

3 watching the game and just continued to talk and have a

4 couple more drinks.

5 Q Did you have a table, like at the first
6 bar?
7 A No, the bar is pretty busy, so there

8 wasn't any available seats to sit down, so we stood the

9 whole time.

10 Q Anddid you have more beer at this bar?

11 A Yes, we did.

12 Q Give the jury an idea of how much you

13 drank when you were at this bar?
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A Usually about three or four more bottles,

we had bottles at the second bar.

Q This amount of beer that you had, was this

something unusual for you or different from you as far

as prior nights going out for drinks?

A No. I mean, | never sat there and kept an

exact count of, you know, how many exact glasses or

bottles | had drank. But just a typical night out, |

mean we were there for probably a total of four or five

hours throughout the night, so it was just constant

throughout the night. It wasn't anything out of the

ordinary.

THE COURT: Excuse me, is that four or five
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hours the second bar or four or five hours total in two

bars?

THE WITNESS: Total.

Q And from the time you left work up until

the end of your stay at the second bar, did you have

anything to eat, any type of dinner?

A No, | didn't eat anything during that

time.

Q Canyou give the jury an idea of your

drinking habits at that time, whether or not you had

drank beer before when you drank in college, whether or

not you drank any type of alcohol?
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A Well, I had just graduated from college

maybe in May of 2005, so less than a year before | was

out there, | mean | was in college. | had a suite with

five other guys, we did what you do when you are in

college. We had parties, we drank and just the usual,

usual habits, you know, drank socially on the weekends

and you know, it wasn't any, anything out of the

ordinary for me to go out on a Saturday night after

work and have some drinks with some friends.

Q Back at this time in April of 2006, were

you about the same size that you are now?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And how tall are you?
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A I'm five ten.

Q And how much do you weigh?

A One hundred ninety pounds.

Q Now, what happened at the conclusion of

your stay at the second bar?

A After we left the second bar, we needed

to, | needed to go home at the time, | was on Staten

Island, so we hailed a taxi and we took a taxi to the

train station.

Q Wasitstill raining out at that time?

A Yes, it was.

Q And who got into the taxi?
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A It was me, Nikki and her friend still was

at the time.

Q Do youremember her friend's name?

A No. I've been told it since, but | don't

really remember it off the top of my head, no.

Q Does Anthony sound familiar?

A Yes.

Q Andis there a reason that you didn't stay

in the cab and take the cab home to Staten Island?

A Well, at the time | had just started that

job maybe a month or two before, and | mean, when | got

the job | had pretty much no money, and | had just

actually got a new apartment a couple of days before
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that night of the accident and | had to put a down

payment and first month's rent.

So, at the time | wasn't, | was kind

of strapped for money and through my experience from

taking cabs home from Bergdorf after late nights like

overtime at work, the cab rides around that area

usually are around 60, 70 dollars, not including tip

all the way to where | lived in Staten Island.

So | just, | didn't have that kind of

money on me at the time to be able to spend on that.

Q What about Nikki and Anthony, do you know

if they had plans to take a cab to wherever they were
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going home?

A They lived in New Jersey at the time. |

don't know where he lived. | knew she lived in

Weehawken, New Jersey, so, the only mode they were able

to get, they intended to take the Path train back to

New Jersey.

Q And where did you take the cab to?

A To Union Square.

Q And what happened when you arrived at

Union Square?

A We got out of the cab and said our
goodbyes.
Q Do you know what time it was about the
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time that you either left the bar or got in the cab or

got out of the cab?

A I wasn't really keeping track of the time.

| don't remember any specific time, ever really

noticing any time.

Q And when you arrived at Union Square, was

it still raining out?

A Yes, it was.

Q Anddo you recall getting out of the cab

and saying goodbye to Nikki and her friend?

A Yes.

Q Okay. And do you recall how you felt at
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that time in view of the fact you'd been drinking all

night? Did you feel drunk, very drunk, did you feel

controlled, how did you feel?

A I mean, like | said before, it wasn't any

night that was out of the ordinary. | felt | was in

control, | knew where | needed to go. | knew that |

had to get the train down to the Staten Island Ferry,

take the ferry over, which is a process in itself, and

from there I'd have to either take a local bus or take

a cab service to my house from there, | couldn't walk

or anything.

Q Other than the method you just described

to get home, did you have any other way of getting home
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that night?

A Other than what we said before about maybe

taking a taxi all the way there, which was at the time

pretty expensive for me, | didn't know of any other way

| could have gotten back on Staten Island.

Q What's the next thing you recall, Dustin,

after getting out of the cab and saying goodbye to

Nikki and her friend?

A After | got out of the cab, we said our

goodbyes. The next thing | remember is waking up in

the hospital.

Q And what do you recall about waking up in
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the hospital?

A This guy was, they were holding me down,

it was a group of people and they, the guy was holding

me, they needed to pop my hip back into place, it had

been dislocated.

Q Do you have any recollection whatsoever

about this train accident, Dustin?

A No, | don't.

Q Do youremember being in the station or

going to the station?

A No.
Q Do youremember being on the platform at
any time?
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Q Do you have any recollection about being

on the tracks or how you may have gotten on the tracks?

A No, no, | don't.

Q What about anything to do so with actually

being struck by the train?

A ldon't remember anything in terms of the

actual accident. Like | said, | got out of the cab,

said our goodbyes and the next thing | knew | was in

the hospital.

Q What were you wearing on the night of the

accident?
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A | was wearing blue jeans, black shirt,

black sweatshirt, it was a down sweatshirt and

Timberland boots.

Q And can you describe what the sweatshirt

looked like?

A It was a regular like cotton sweatshirt,

it was a silver zipper down the front, had a hood, the

inside of the hood was lined with maroon and on the

front it said "Brooklyn" across the front in a maroon,

the same color maroon with white stitching around the

block lettering.

Q Do youremember what company that was from

or where you got that?
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2 A | believe it was from Old Navy.
3 Q Do yous still have that sweatshirt?

4 A No, | don't.

5 Q And at my request did you dress today in a

6 similar fashion other than the sweatshirt as to how you

7 were dressed on the evening of the accident?

8 A Yes,lam.

9 Q And what you're currently wearing, just so

10 we know for the record, what are you wearing?

11 A I'm wearing a dark colored shirt, button

12 down, blue jeans and Timberland boots.

13 Q What color are the Timberland boots that



14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

you are wearing?

A They're tan and with black sole bottoms.

Q And were you wearing similar boots on the

night of the accident?

A Yes.

Q And similar jeans on the night of the

accident?

A Yes.

Q Now, we expect there to be some evidence

or testimony that you were observed at some point on

the tracks and what's been described as a Muslim

praying, someone down on their knees with their

buttocks in the air, leaning forwards.

Heyward C. Davis - Official Court Reporter



83

1 Dibble - Plaintiff - Direct/Smiley

2 MR. SMILEY: And with the Court's permission,

3 we'd ask that Dustin be able to come down into the well

4 of the courtroom to get into that Muslim prayer for

5 purposes of demonstrating to the jury how he may have

6 appeared on that night.

7 THE COURT: All right.
8 MR. GIORDANO: No objection.
9 Q Dustin, could you come down here, please.

10 Take your time.

11 (The witness leaves the stand.)

12 Q Now what I'd like you to do, so the jury

13 could see, take your time, get slowly down with your
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head facing this way. This way, okay? On your knees,

and rest down on your arms, if you can. Okay.

MR. SMILEY: If the jury wants to take a
moment just to look to see that.
THE COURT: Okay.
MR. SMILEY: Everyone has had a moment.
Q All right, Dustin, thanks. You can get up
now.
(The witness resumes the stand.)
Q Now Dustin, | want to pick up where we
left off at the hospital, okay?

By the way, before we get to the

hospital, were you ever told by anybody there were any
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witnesses to your accident?

A No, | wasn't aware of any. | wasn't told

that there was any witnesses to what happened.

Q And as far you know, no one was going with

you into the train, right?

A ldidn't have any plans to meet anyone at

the train station, anything like that, so no, there is

no reason that | know of that anyone would have been

with me.

Q As best as you can, tell the jury about

what you recall about the initial phase of your stay at

the hospital.
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A Well, like | said, first | remember, | had

my hip popped back into place and then --

Q Which hip was that?

A It was my left. My left hip.

And the initial thing that had to

happen was the amputation was the first surgery and

then while | was there, my initial stay was -- I'd had

to have multiple surgeries, because in terms of the

sanitary conditions of the tracks, and the way it was,

they were concerned with any type of infection. | was

running a little bit of a fever, they didn't establish

any type of infection, but they were concerned that

something could develop.
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So, they took a lot of precautions to

go in there and continually clean out the leg and make

sure at no time there was a chance that | could develop

any infection.

Q By the way, what hospital was this?

A This is Bellevue Hospital on First Avenue.

Q Now, you said the dislocation of the hip

was your left hip, which part was amputated of your

body?

A The lower half of my right leg.

Q And do you know from what point of your

right leg the initial surgery for the amputation was
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performed, where that was done?

A ldon't know exactly where. | know right

now it's about halfway between where my ankle would be

and my knee, so about halfway down your shin.

Q Andyou said there were a few surgeries

that focused just on that area of the amputation?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall the moment when you first

learned that you had lost your leg and had been in a

train accident?

A Yeah, | do.

Q Tell the jury about that.

A Kind of coming to a little bit and my mom
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was standing there, and you know, | could tell by the

look on her face that something wasn't right and she

just said that they had to amputate my -- the lower

half of my right leg.

Q How did you feel when you heard that for

the first time?

A ldidn't feel good.

Q Do you know how you reacted upon hearing

the news?

A Disbelief. You know, kind of saying,

something kind of nightmare, eventually you're going to

wake up from. | was speechless, | didn't know how to
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react. | didn't know what to do.

Q You said your mom was there?

A Yes, she was.

Q Was anybody else there at the moment that

you first learned about this?

A ldon't remember seeing anyone else there.

| know that my brother was there somewhere, but he

wasn't, | don't remember him being in the room at the

time.

Q How long did you stay at Bellevue?

A | was there from the date of the accident

and | was discharged on May 17th.

Q So from April 22nd, 23rd to May 17th?

Heyward C. Davis - Official Court Reporter



10

11

12

13

87

Dibble - Plaintiff - Direct/Smiley

A Correct.

Q And without getting through the

day-to-day, we don't want to take that much time.

And can you give the jury a general

idea of what was going on there, what you did over the

course of those three weeks?

A Sure. When | was first there, like |

said, | had go through a couple surgeries, so | stayed

on the intensive care floor where they continually

monitored my activities and the healing of the leg.

First they had to have a tube inside

of my leg to continually drain it and clean it to make
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sure there wasn't any infection. | eventually had to

have that tube taken out and that was pretty painful.

And from there it was just a waiting

process. They had to come in and check every day on

the healing. Check my temperature to see if, like |

said before, if there was any infection.

And eventually, when they found, you

know, there wasn't any established infection, that it

was starting to heal up a little bit, | was moved down

to the rehab floor.

Q Before you moved down to the rehab floor,

during a time period before that, were you in any pain

on a regular basis at the hospital?
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A Yeah, | was in pretty bad pain.

Q Describe that to the jury.

A They had given me a morphine drip which |

had control of it, it was like a hand-held button that

you push. Didn't matter how many times | pushed it, it

would only release it mostly every 15 minutes at the

maximum.

But | was told by the nurses that |

was supposed to press the button any time | felt pain

because they registered how many times | pushed it, and

they were able to look at that and determine how much

pain | was in depending on how many times | pressed the
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button.

Q And were you able to get out of bed during

the initial parts of your stay?

A Actually, | had to remain on my back

pretty much the whole time | was in the hospital, due

to my hip. I didn't have any surgery on it, it was

just they had popped it back in and that was all they

had done.

So I'd been instructed to remain on

my back. | couldn't roll over on my sides or roll on

my stomach or anything like that. | had to stay on my

back the entire | was there.

Q What did you do about when you needed to
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go to the rest room?

A At first | had a catheter and so | didn't

have to do so anything at that time.

But then eventually when they removed

that, | had to make my way. There was a bathroom in

the room that | was in, so | had to, with help from the

nurses and from my mom, made my way into a wheelchair,

then | was able to make it to the bathroom.

Q How long did you have the catheter?

A ldon't remember the exact time. | know

they did take it out while | was still up on the

intensive care floor.
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Q Did that cause you any discomfort, having

that process of the catheter?

A Oh, yeah, specially when they took it out.

Q Now, let's talk about your rehabilitation

in the hospital for a little bit.

Give the jury an understanding how

you went about losing your leg and how the folks at the

hospital working to try to get you so that you'd be in

a place where you can get discharged and have some type

of function.
A After it was said that | was okay to, you
know, move around with my hip and they moved me down to

the rehab floor, the day-to-day activities where |
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would do both rehabilitative in terms of physical

activity and | would also do other types of activities

like they'd bring us into an area where there was a

kitchen and they helped us learn how to move around in

the kitchen, keep our balance and do other household

chores that we're going to have to do when we were

released.

Also, using the bathroom, getting

from your wheelchair or crutches on to the toilet, be

able to get back off again safely.

Q How was your mind set, how were you

feeling during this process now where you got moved to
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the rehabilitation unit and, you know, you were

learning how to transition to real life?

A At first | was happy, | mean, | was happy

to get off the intensive care floor, be able to get

around again, kind of be active a little bit, a little

more lax on the rehab floor.

Once | started doing the rehab and

having to go through all that, it was really

frustrating, because you go from being able to do the

simplest thing like walk up and down the stairs, and

use the bathroom and go to the bathroom and stuff like

that, to having to learn that all over again.

So, it was really frustrating when |
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first got down there.

Q How did they teach you to use the

bathroom?

A Well, they had like an example, like a

fake toilet set up and it had like a seat over it like

a chair seat and in terms of using the wheelchair, they

taught us how to bring the wheelchair up next to it,

and you have to transition yourself using the handles

from the wheelchair and the handles on the toilet seat

that they had, and pull yourself up on to it while

using the balance from my leg, from my left leg.

Q s it fair to say for a period of time
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when you'd go to the bathroom even for urination that

you would sit on the toilet?

A Yes, | had to. I didn't have any balance

at that time.

Q Okay. And for how long did you stay

through out that period of rehabilitation before being

discharged?

A I'd say | was on rehab for maybe a week

and a half. About half the time | was there | was on

the rehab floor.

Q And before being discharged, Dustin, did

you have any concerns about going back home by

yourself?
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A | knew my Mom was going to be there, so

that helped out a lot, but | didn't know what to

expect. You know, | had been home for three weeks, and

knew what | could do while | was on the rehab floor.

The larger kitchen -- but the way, my

apartment was set up, it was a wide open space, so |

was concerned and the bathroom was farther away from

where my bed was, | didn't have a bathroom in the same

room, have that luxury.

So, | was worried about how | was

going to get to the bathroom constantly. | didn't have

any of the things they had at the hospital at the time.



14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

| didn't have a shower chair or a seat to go over the

toilet or any type of handles or anything like that.

So, | was concerned about how | was

going to function in my own apartment.

Q What was your status as far as what you

could do or couldn't do when you were discharged from

the hospital?

A Well, when | was first discharged | had

crutches, | was able to move around just with my

crutches, | didn't have a wheelchair or anything at the

time.

But my limb was still really wealk, |

couldn't crouch for very long substances. And |
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couldn't stand on it. And I'm still working on my

balance, something I'm still getting used to, so |

couldn't stand for very long periods of time, I'd

always have to sit down if | was waiting.

Like | remember when | was

discharged, my Mom had to go get the car and | had to

wait in the waiting room still, because | wasn't able

to stand outside and wait, and also, in terms of the

weather conditions, it was raining out or anything like

that, | always had to be careful because all | had was

my crutches, and if those slipped, | was pretty much

going down.
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Q Do you recall the day you were discharged

from the hospital?

A Yes, | do.

Q Tell us what you recall about that day.

A They weren't sure what day it was going to

be, so | kind of found out that day that | was going to

be discharged and | was pretty happy, | was ready to

get out of there. Right to get back to normal life.

And | was discharged and we, my mom

had driven in that day, driven the car in, and she came

and picked me up and we just went, we went home.

Q At that time did you have any type of

prosthesis, prosthetic device to use for your leg?

Heyward C. Davis - Official Court Reporter



10

11

12

13

94

Dibble - Plaintiff - Direct/Smiley

A No, at that time the incision on the

bottom of my leg still wasn't -- excuse me, wasn't

completely healed, so | wasn't able to get any type of

prosthesis yet.

Q And when you left the hospital, did you

have at that time the opportunity to see the status of

the leg that had been amputated?

A Yes.

Q What did it look like?

A | had to constantly keep it wrapped. So

it was still, it was still kind of swollen, had a lot

of fluids still, and the bottom was pretty bad, pretty
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bad scar, pretty bad scab still trying to heal.

Q What was it like when you looked down and

you didn't see your leg, the rest of your leg or your

foot there?

A Itry my hardest not to look at it at the

time. But whenever | did, you know, it was just

unbelievable. | didn't, | didn't, | couldn't believe

it. 1didn't know what to do.

Q Did you continue with any type of medical

treatment after your discharge?

A Yes, | did.

Q Okay, tell us about that.

A | had to constantly, like I said, it

Heyward C. Davis - Official Court Reporter
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wasn't healed, so | had to, when | first was

discharged, | had to frequently go back for checkups

to, they wanted to check on the status of the healing,

see how it was doing, make sure everything was moving

along nicely.

Q How frequently did you have to go back to

the hospital to the clinic there?

A ldon't remember exactly, maybe like every

other week | would say the appointments were at first,

and once it healed, then they were, they were less

frequent.

Q And as far as rehabilitation, and learning
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how to make use and get around, how did you work on

that?

A They had given me exercises when | left,

the person | was working with gave me a sheet of

exercises to work on when | was home, stretching and

trying to strengthen my quads and my hip again.

The main concern was with my hip

because they wanted to make sure when | get my

prosthesis, | was able to walk the best that | could

without any weakness.

Q Anddid there come a time when you first

started the process of getting a prosthesis?

A Yes.

Heyward C. Davis - Official Court Reporter
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Q Tell us about that.

A I'd finally found out that after one of my

checkups that it was healed completely and | was able

to get a prosthetic. | had been, when | was in some of

the hospital checkups, the person had come, a couple of

prosthesis companies had come in and talked with me,

and you know, advertise themselves and based on those

suggestions, | picked one specific company to do my

prosthetic.

Q And who was that?

A The name is Ultrapedics is the company

name, it's run by Eric Swelski.
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Q Why did you decide to go with Mr. Swelski

and his company?

A They were located near where | was at the

time, they were in Brooklyn. He had been doing it for

a long time, 30 years, and what | really liked about

it, they were, they did custom made legs. Assessed

your situation, took his measurements, and really took

into account your lifestyle and what the type of person

you are, and tried to find the best way he could to get

a leg that would fit the person that you were.

Q What did you talk with Mr. Swelski about

in discussing your lifestyle and what type of leg you

wanted to fit into that lifestyle?

Heyward C. Davis - Official Court Reporter
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A Well, | explained to him that I'd been

physically active, you know, | worked out and | played

basketball and whatever other sports | could at the

time.

So | was concerned that | wouldn't be

able to have a leg that | could do all those things

with, | could move around and, you know, make these

feel comfortable again and be able to walk.

Q When did this process start where you

worked with Mr. Swelski on developing some type of

prosthesis?

A ldon't remember the exact date. When |
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came in and went to his office for the first time, he

took a lot of measurements, and did stuff like that, we

discussed with what different types of leg there are.

You know, his process and how he

makes the casting and how he develops the leg and stuff

like that.

Q And throughout this time period, what was

happening with regards to your job at Bergdorf Goodman?

A | was lucky, | had just started, but the

manager | had at the time was a really nice guy and he

was able to talk with our Human Resources Department

and he got them to be able to give me disability

payment while | was out.

Heyward C. Davis - Official Court Reporter
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Q And how long did you stay out of work

before returning in any measure?

A | was out from the date of the accident

until late June, | came back part time.

Q Sojust about a little more than a month

after discharge you went back part time?

A Correct.

Q And at that time did you have a prosthetic

leg?

A No. | did have one, it was a temporary

one when | first went back, but it wasn't very

comfortable, so | never wore it.
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Q So, what did you do instead?

A |just had to go to work just with my

crutches and just have my leg. | wore pants like

snap-on pants at the time. | just had my legs out, |

didn't have anything to wear on it.

Q And you would commute back and forth with
crutches?

A Yes.

Q Did you work full days?

A No, at the time when | first went back, |
started doing rehab, | had to go back to Bellevue and

do rehab with physical rehab with a person and | used

my temporary leg to do the rehab, but | would take it
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off as soon as | was done and after that | would

usually go off to work and work, whatever time | got

there, until the end of the day.

Q Around that time period now in the end of

June, how frequently were you doing rehabilitation?

A | was going two times a week, Tuesdays and

Thursdays for about an hour, hour and a half.

Q And what would you do during a time at

rehab?

A We did different things on different days.

Whether | first started doing it, a lot was stretching,

getting, you know, my movement back, my range of motion
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back and then eventually we moved on to different

things such as movement and strengthening my legs and

different types of things to work on my balance and

help me out with high balance.

Q And how did you come along, how were you

progressing?

A At first it was really challenging, like

I'd say the temporary leg wasn't very comfortable.

It's nothing like | have, the one now.

So I really didn't want to wear it as

much as | could, so when we first started doing it it

was really challenging to be on it and he really wanted

me to be on the treadmill and trying to walk.
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The pain | was in with that leg, |

couldn't do it. So at first it was really difficult

but then as time went by and | got more used to it and

| got back, eventually when | got the leg | have now |

was able to be more active and really push myself while

| was there.

(Transcript continued on next page.)
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(Whereupon Lori Sacco relieves Heyward

Davis.)

Q. What were your goals at the time of

starting rehabilitation as far as where you wanted to

get as a result of getting a prosthetic leg and

working at it?

A. My main concern when | first started was

| wanted to be able to walk the best that | could. |

didn't want to have any type of significant limp or,

you know, any dipping down or anything like that. My

main concern was to try to strengthen my legs and hip

to try to get myself back to a point where | could
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walk and appear normal.

Q. And currently you've been talking about

what you have now. Can you tell the jury what you use

as far as a leg now?

A. Yeah. The difference between the one |

have now and my temporary one, the temporary one was

just about as basic as you can get. You probably have

seen them before. It has a basic casting. Basic

mold. And then just a straight bar. And that's it,

with a base as the foot.

The difference between that and the one |

have now is, the one | have now has a pump on it where

the bar would be. And the way that the pump works is
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every time | step, it pumps the air out of the socket

| have, and it's able to hold the prosthetic to my leg

tightly.

Q. And how often during the day do you wear

your prosthesis?

A. | wearit from the time | wake up until

sometimes I'll have bad days where | have to get home

and | will be in just too much pain, and | have to

take it off as soon as | get home. Most of the time |

wear it from the time | wake up until right before |

go down and go to sleep.

Q. Does the device itself cause pain or
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discomfort?

A. It depends, because the way it works is

the sleeve that | have that goes over it, that holds

the leg to my actual leg, to the stump, is a major

component. And the problem with those sleeves is they

stretch out from wearing them and from me working out

and they break down. If there is any type of hole in

it at all, I'll lose that suction from the vacuum, and

it will be extremely uncomfortable and cause a lot of

pain.
Q. What can you do now with your leg and
what can't you do? Give the jury an idea of how

you're able to adapt with it.
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A. Ican-- Obviously | can walk again with

this leg. That's my main -- that's the main thing |

can do. | can work out. | can be on a treadmill. |

can walk, maybe jog for a couple minutes, not very

high speeds and for not very long. | can do just my

basic functions. | can go up and down stairs. | can

climb, do all of those things.

MR. SMILEY: With the Court's permission,

would Dustin be able to come down, I'll bring a

chair for him, so he could show the prosthesis to

the jury and the status of his leg?

THE COURT: Yes.
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Q. Dustin, at my request, so not to cause

anybody any awkwardness, did you wear some gym shorts

under the jeans that you have on now?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Would it be okay with you, what |

would like you to do is take off your pants so we

could show the jury your prosthesis, give them an idea

and explain it to them and show the current status of

your leg. I'll bring out a chair for you right here.

| want to make sure everybody can see.

MR. SMILEY: Is that okay for the jurors

in the back?

JURY PANEL: Yes.
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Q. Do you want to take off the sock down

there also. Okay. Now can, you know, as you're

seated here, can you explain for the jury what they're

looking at here that's on your right leg?

A.  I'll start at the bottom. This part

right here (pointing), you can see it's a little

broken, but it's a basic foot covering that they give.

You can see it's hollow on the inside, just looks like

a basic foot. This is something that comes with it so

that you can walk and it gives a flat movement.

MR. SMILEY: Let the record reflect or

may the record reflect, your Honor, that the foot
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Dustin is referring to looks like a fake beige

bare foot, which is a covering that goes over the

prosthetic actual item.

THE COURT: Yes.

A.  And the type of foot | have, it's called

an action foot. Asyou can see, it's titanium plated.

And what it does is gives me the ability so when |

step down, this gives away a little bit. When I step,

your foot becomes a little bit more flat. So, it's

not like you're stepping down like that. It gives it

more leeway. So, when it comes down.

This part right here (indicating) is what

| was talking about with the pump. As you can see,
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the tubing goes up into the bottom of the casting of

the leg. Every time | take a step, every time | put

pressure on the leg, the pump moves. | can't show you

as well. When | step, the pumps move in a little bit.

It pumps the air from, | believe, the side of this

cast out through the tube and out through the bottom.

So, | can maintain the suction on my leg.

This part right here (pointing), it's

made of micro fiber. This is the basic mold of the

leg, if that's how you want to call it. And then this

sleeve that you can see right here (pointing), this is

the basic sleeve that holds, you know, my actual leg
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onto inside of this part of the leg.

If you can see, you know, you can see

that the pump is working. | don't know if you guys

can see it as well, but you can see the outline of --

outline of the leg inside the pump, that's kind of a

way for me to be able to judge if it's maintaining

suction. If | look at this and | don't see any type

of outline or anything like that, | know there must be

some type of hole in there or something where the air

isn't being held inside tightly.

Q. And how would you go about taking this

off? In other words, on a typical evening, when would

you take off your -- your prosthetic device? Would it
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2 be when you get home? When you sit on the couch? Or

3 before bed?

4 A. Like | said, it depends on what type of

5 day !l had. Where it's a day | had to walk and stand,

6 |had to stand on the bus or train on the way home, |

7 might be in a little bit of pain. | might take it off

8 assoonas|get home. Other than that, | usually

9 just wait until right before | get into bed. I'm

10 literally sitting on my bed and take it off and just

11 roll over.

12 Q. Canyou show the jury how you take it

13 off?
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A. Yeah. The basic sleeve slides right

down, slides off. You can see the inside of it. It

S

molded. It's specifically molded. When | went to

Eric, he takes plaster and molds it around my leg and

makes this cast out of the plaster mold. That he

does.

My leg doesn't go all the way down to the

bottom. There is a section on the bottom space in

between, and that's what this pump is for, to pump

that air and keep it tight on my leg. That's the

basic setup of the leg.

MR. SMILEY: With the Court's permission,

may | bring this closer to the jury, the
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prosthetic device?

THE COURT: Yes.

(Whereupon Mr. Smiley displayed the

prosthetic device to the jury.)

Q. Now, Dustin, what do you -- what do you

currently have now covering the stump of your leg that

you still have?

A.  These right here are basic socks that |

got from the prosthetic guy (indicating). And the

purpose of these is when he takes the mold, the stump

itself, it increases in volume and loses volume. It

depends on a lot of different factors, the weather,
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how much I'm on it, if | gained any weight, if | lose

any weight. It depends a lot.

So, this loses volume from the time he

has taken that cast. And the purpose of these socks,

| actually always have to carry a couple of these

around, additional ones around with me wherever | go,

because if at any point | feel any pressure in one

specific spot or any pain, then I'm suppose to take

the leg off and check and see if there is any redness,

any specific spot. And if so, | might have to take

some of these socks off or put some on to help my leg

fit in there better, to make sure it's not going down

too far.
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Q. Now, when you took off those two socks, |

see still left on your leg is some type of jell

device?

A.  Yeah. Thisis a jell liner. Thisis the

initial thing that goes on every morning. This goes

on. Obviously you don't have to wear these socks.

When he first designs the leg, it's intended not to

wear any of these. You wear like an initial kind of

pantyhose type stocking that comes up to about here

(indicating). | have to wear these. This goes on

initially, and this is the basis of the inside of it.

Q. Would you mind removing the jell liner so
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the jury can see your leg?

A. Yeah.

Q. And can you tell the jury what they are

looking at here?

A. As | mentioned before, sometimes red

spots show up. You can see right here on my shin

there is a red spot right there (indicating), which

means I'm probably sinking down into that a little too

far. And so | probably have to add another layer

sometime today. And that's just stuff that | should

check constantly throughout the day. Check if | have

any spots anywhere specific. And if | do, like |

said, | have to add socks. The leg is breaking down a
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little bit right here (indicating).

Q. Indicating to the inside part of your

right knee?

A. Right, the inside part. You can see

there is a little bit of a callous there. It's from

rubbing up against like this (indicating). One of the

legs -- one of the cases | had prior to this one was a

little too tight up here, and it would constantly push

on the inside of my leg and on the outside. So, | had

to have that one redone as you can see. But every

once in a while, depending on what type of shoes I'm

wearing or if I'm sinking down too far, it will rub up
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against that and it will break down the skin.

Q. Now, if you didn't have your prosthesis

on and you didn't have any assisted device, would you

be able to get around in this situation?

A.  Probably with by crawling. | wouldn't be

able to totally move around. I've been told not to --

I've been told by the doctors and by the rehab people

not to hop anywhere just due to the condition of my

hip and also, you know, if | got used to constantly

hopping around, they are afraid it could wear and

tear, wear and tear on my hip.

Q. Okay. Now, can you just go through the

process, please, of putting your prosthesis back on?
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2 A. Sure.

3 Q. Asyou would typically do in the morning

4 time.

5 A. |need--

6 Q. Youneed something?

7 A. Yeah. | need a spray bottle. This is

8 just a spray bottle that | need. It's a combination

9 of water and a small amount of rubbing alcohol. The

10 purpose of this is this jell is kind of sticky. So, |

11 can't exactly just put it right on. | need to spray

12 theinside of it with this combination, so that when |

13 slide it on, it's a little bit easier to move right on
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over the leg. So, | have to spray the inside of this

a little bit.

And then this one, this liner is designed

so there is actually a knee spot for my knee right

there (indicating). So, | have to line it up so that

that knee spot will cover over my knee. So, | have to

line it up with the end like that and just slide it

slowly on, all the way up. And sometimes, luckily

right there | don't have to, but sometimes in the

mornings I'll have to do this maybe two or three

times, because it's important to make sure there is no

space at the bottom of this. Sometimes | will do it

and it won't -- you know, I'll maybe miss a spot or,
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you know, it might get stuck, and | might move it

down, and there will be air in the bottom.

It is really important that | have the

bottom part completely up against the bottom of the

stump to make sure that there is no air or discomfort.

So | can't really -- You know, this isn't moving

around on my leg. So, sometimes I'll have to do that

maybe two or three times to make sure it's good, but

luckily that time | got it on my first try.

And then | have to put the socks on over

the covering. Basic like you are putting it on your

foot almost. Slide it up. | try to lay this part
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down a little bit (indicating). | have to make sure

that it doesn't come up over this (pointing), because

this is the part that suctions to this other part and

holds it tight. So, | have to make sure that the sock

doesn't come up to that part. This little space here

isn't suppose to be here, but | need a new one of

these.

Again with the socks, | also have to make

sure that they are snug on here and there is not any

wrinkles or any movements like that (indicating). |

couldn't put it on like that. But | really have to

pay attention to every detail of when | put this on,

because just the slightest thing, if | do it wrong, |
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will notice right away, as soon as | put that on. It

will cause discomfort, and | will have to take it off

and do the whole process over again to make sure I'm

as comfortable as possible.

Q. Dustin, on a day like today, when it's

really cold out, does it have any bearing on what you

need to do as far as the liners and the socks?

A.  Actually not when it's cold out, when

it's hot out. In my experience, it tends to be when

it's really hot, my leg kind of swells up a little

bit. During those days I, you know, | usually change

a lot of socks. Like in the beginning of the day |
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will have like one sock on. By the end of the day,

because my leg has been in there so long, and it won't

be kind of swelled up from the heat, 'cause it's been

in there, | will have to take it off and put a couple

of more layers of socks on by the end of the day.

So, after | have all of this on, then |

have to fit it inside the leg. | usually have a shoe

on when | do this.

Q. Do you need help?

A. No. So, after I slide it in like that, |

make sure it's in like all the way. You know, I've

been told that it -- if you could see the circle, my

kneecap is right here (indicating). It should come
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right below my kneecap. It shouldn't be too tight on

my kneecap or pushing it up, because that can cause

any type of damage or pressure on my knees.

After | have it on like that

(indicating), then | move this blue -- this is like a

blue cover on. It covers, 'cause this part of the

leg, these parts (pointing) can actually get kind of

sharp. After that, | pull this part up, over the

actual coverings of the legs, right here (indicating),

and then | just slide this slowly, slowly up like that

(indicating).

Again, it's important during this part
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for me to make sure that | don't have any air pockets

back here and | didn't -- you know, nothing is stuck

behind my leg. It's smooth back there (indicating).

And | have to make sure that it's smooth all the way

up. And there is a space right here (indicating).

And it covers what | was showing you right here on the

jell liner (pointing), that it comes up over that.

And like | said before, it's smooth and it comes up a

good distance.

Q. Relax. And then you have the foot

covering?

A.  Well, | don't usually take this off every

night. | don't have to take this off. So that's
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usually on there already.

Q. |seeyou're putting a sock over the

prosthetic foot.

A. Right.

Q. Isthatany type of special sock? What's

the need for that?

A.  Areyou talking about this (indicating)?

Q. Yes.

A.  This sock just covers the basic foot.

And as you can see, there is a lot of -- You know, it

gets -- There is grease and oil down here. So, it's

basically to cover up the foot and just protect it
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from any wear and tear that it might incur from being

inside this, this covering.

Q. Now, | see on the covering you have it

looks like some type of grip tape or trainer's tape

around the foot. Can you explain that?

A.  Well, believe it or not, these things

right here actually are kind of expensive. And this

one broke on me right there (indicating), as you can

see from the foot, right there, coming through on the

bottom. So, instead of having to buy a new one, |

kind of tried to do a makeshift fix with some tape the

best | could.

Q. Okay.
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A.  So, this just slides right back on. The

covering, like | said before, | usually don't take

that off. That usually remains on. And you can see

this tube. If you can see this tube right here

(indicating), that's a main part of the pump. |

usually have to check the tube to make sure there is

no cuts, any type of punctures like that.

So, | can, just after that, | can just

tuck that into the covering. And | usually wear some

type of -- | wear like a regular sock over the foot.

Sometimes I'll wear high socks. It depends, because |

really have to pay attention to this tubing, because
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it's like the main part of the leg. | have to make

sure that no damaging happens to the tube. So,

sometimes | will wear a higher sock to make sure it

covers it, it doesn't catch on anything or caught up

and torn or anything like that.

Then in terms of putting my shoe back on,

| have these inserts that | have to, if I'm --

depending on what type of shoes | wear, | have these

black inserts. You can see this one is a little bit

thinner, but | have different thicknesses. Some are

really thick. Some are really thin like this

(indicating).

The purpose of these is the foot isn't
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the exact length. So, I'm a little bit shorter on my

right side now. So, the purpose of these is depending

on what type of shoe | wear, whenever | have to get a

new pair of shoes, all the shoes | have now, | had to

test out and go through a lot of trial and error to

see what type of insert | needed with that. You know,

| would start with a thin one. | could tell right

away it's too low. | have to put a thicker one in.

Whenever | switch my shoe or use a different shoe, |

have to try to find the best insert to putin it.

Also sometimes with my shoes, | will have

a tendency to lean a little bit to my right. So, |



14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

also have inserts that are just like this same thing

but cut in half. So, it will be a half of this. So,

| will put this along with the half of the insert

sometimes in some of my shoes so that when my foot

comes down, it's not coming down to the right. It's

coming down more on a balanced plain.

And | usually have -- | usually have a

shoehorn to help me get my shoe on. Like | said, |

have a shoehorn next to my bed, on my dresser, that |

use, 'cause sometimes the shoes, they are a little bit

difficult to get on over the foot. You know,

different shoes are harder to put on than others. So,

| just line up the shoe typically.
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Usually | have a shoehorn for this part.

Then | just slide it on. And | always have to make

sure whatever shoe I'm wearing is as tight as | could

possibly tie it. Because | can't have it loose at

all. If my foot is coming out of the shoe at all or

anything like that, | will tell right away. And it

will really have an impact on how I'm able to walk.

So, | always have to make sure that | tie

the shoe possibly as tight as | can. | usually tie it

in a double knot. And that's the process.

Q. Okay. If you want to put your other shoe

on, and then | ask you to take your time to get back
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to the witness stand, and then we'll continue. I'll

give your wallet to your mom if that's okay.

A. Yeah, that's fine.

Q. Thank you, Dustin.

A. You're welcome.

Q. Now, Dustin, you told us about what you

can do with that foot and that leg, the artificial

foot and leg. Can you tell the jury about what you

can't do that you used to be able to do?

A. Sure. Asyou can see, when you guys

looked at it, there is no ankle joint. So, the foot

basically has to stay flat. So, any type of jumping,

| have pretty much no ability really to any type of
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jumping, any vertical at all.

Also as | mentioned before, running, |

can't run. | wouldn't even say jog. If | could jog

maybe on a treadmill, maybe like a couple minutes, but

| can't do any type of running, any sprinting,

anything like that. So, really makes it hard for me

to play any type of sports or, you know, even go for a

jog or arunin the morning, working out.

The other thing with the leg is with the

pump, I'm only allowed to have a certain amount of

weight on it. And | weigh, like | mentioned before,

about 190 pounds. And the maximum amount of weight
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for the pump is 220. So, | have to really make sure

that whatever | have, | can't carry or have any

additional weight of more than 30 pounds on me, which

makes it hard for me to work out. | can't use any

type of free weights or anything like that. | always

have to use stationery machines.

And then also when me and my brother

moved into our recent apartment, | couldn't be much

help during the move, because | can't -- | couldn't

carry -- you know, | couldn't carry a couch up the

stairs. | can't carry, you know, big bags or anything

like that. A lot of the stuff | carried was just

stuff that | had to carry in just one hand, because we
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had to go up the stairs.

The other thing is stairs. | have to

always hang on to a railing just because | have decent

balance, but sometimes my foot gets caught. |1 won't

lift it high enough or | won't bring it forward

enough, and it will get caught on the stairs.

Whenever | go upstairs, | always make sure | have a

grip on a handle somewhere. During the move | had to

make a lot of trips, because | could only carry a

certain amount of things, which made that really

difficult.

Q. Physically as far as sports, things that
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you used to do for fun and enjoyment before your

injury, what can't you do anymore that you used to

enjoy doing physically?

A. lused to play a lot of basketball with

the people | worked with at the time at Bergdorf

Goodman. We used to go over to the New York Sports

Club that was up the street, and we would play a lot

of pick-up basketball. | can't compete in that. |

mean, will go by the court by our apartment and I'll

shoot around. But | can't -- The other day -- This

last summer | was there and a couple kids asked me to

play a pick-up game, but, | mean, | can't compete with

them, with those pick-up games. | can't even, you
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know, really run. Like | said, | have no jumping

ability. So, I usually just go and shoot around. So,

| can't compete in any of those.

We also have a company softball team, the

company | work for now. And | was asked if | wanted

to play on the team this last year, and | had to say

no, | can't 'cause | can't -- | can't run around the

bases or be in the outfield and, you know, run after a

ball or anything like that.

Q. Anything else physically as far as

physical activities that you want to do that you can't

do?
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A. The legitself is not waterproof. |

can't take it in any water. | can't get it wet. So,

pretty much any type of swimming | can't do, because |

can't -- you know, | can't go jump in a pool, jump off

from a dock into a pond or any type of those

activities.
We have a family tradition where me and
my brothers and all of my male relatives, we go up to

the Adirondacks every summer and we get a cabin. We

go and jump off the rocks and the cliffs into the

water. Ever since this happened, every year | have to

sit around and watch all -- watch them all do that

while | can't participate in any of that.
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Q. Socially has this injury that you

suffered and the loss of your leg had an impact on you

as far as your social life, Dustin?

A. Yeah, it has. Back when | was -- before

the accident happened | would pretty much, if | got

invited to go on a vacation or just an event, you

know, a friend say hey, come over and have a couple

people over to my house something, it's something |

would always try to do. But when my leg the way it is

and the process that | have to go through in terms of

taking it off, like if I'm sleeping over somewhere,

since it happened, | avoid all of those. | make up
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excuses. | tell them that | can't go there because |

have something else planned or something like that.

And | just -- You know, I'm kind of ashamed to tell

them that | can't. That's the reason | don't want to

do any of those things.

So, | turned down opportunities for

vacations. You know, someone saying, let's go to

Miami. I'm going to be flying into Miami this

weekend. Do you want to see if you can go with me.

And | make up, like | said, | make up excuses. | say

oh, | got something planned for this weekend. | can't

go because someplace, especially a warm weather place,

| don't wear shorts anymore. | just -- | don't go out
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in public with any shorts. | don't want to have to

deal with, you know, the looks that people give you

and just the way that | look with shorts on. So, |

don't wear those.

So, going to anything warm with a beach,

| can't be on the sand with this, because | can't have

any -- take the risk of getting sand inside the pumps

and ruining the holes or any of those. So, | avoid

going to any type of beach or any situation like that.

Q. What about dating, are you currently

involved with anybody?

A. No. | haven't dated anyone since the
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accident happened. Kind of bothers me. | mean, you

go out and you meet someone. And | just wonder to

myself, you know, what point am | going to have to

tell them. Is it something, | meet someone. Hey, how

are you doing. | have a prosthetic leg. It's not a

great way to open up a conversation.

So, | go out there and, you know, |

always battle with when do | have to do this. Then |

avoid a lot of situations like that, because | don't

want to have to do that. |1 don't want to have to get

to the point where, you know, maybe we've been on a

couple dates, and they don't know, and | tell them

about the leg, and then | don't get anymore dates. So
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then | wonder to myself is it because of my leg or did

| do something.

| mean, it's something | always have to

make a decision on. And it really pushes me to avoid

those types of things.

Q. Canyou give the jury just a few examples

of things that people with two healthy legs might take

for granted that you run into problems with or have

run into problems with as a result of not having all

of your right leg?

A.  One thing that | can definitely think of

is stairs. Just going up and down stairs. You know,
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back in the day, the house | grew up in, we had a set

of stairs in our house. And | would run up and down

those stairs and swing down them. | would be up and

down them in five minutes or five seconds. But you

take that for granted, because now -- | took it for

granted, because now any time | have to take stairs,

it takes me a considerable amount of time to go up and

down those stairs, especially depending on the

situations. Like in this weather, it's a little bit

colder, slippery. And ice and rain and snow, | have

to take special precaution going down the stairs,

because | can't feel what I'm stepping on with my

right leg. So, if I'm stepping on some ice or, you
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know, a crack or a bump or anything like that, | won't

be able to tell till it's too late.

Another thing is getting up, going to the

bathroom. You know, wake up in the middle of the

night, maybe had too much water before you went to

bed. And you wake up in the middle of the night and

you have to go to the bathroom. No problem. You hop

out of the bed. Run to the bathroom, go. And you're

back in your bed in a matter of minutes.

With me, | can't do that. | have to

either put on my leg or | have to find my crutches and

make my way to the bathroom. And while I'm there, |
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have to hold myself up, make sure | have my balance,

go through the whole process and get back in bed. And

it doesn't sound like -- maybe it might not sound like

a big deal, but it's enough to deter me from getting

up, out of my bed. Sometimes | will just hold it and

hold it and put it off until the very last minute,

when | just -- you know, | have no other choice but to

do that.

(Continue on the next page.)
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T4

DIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued)

BY MR. SMILEY:

Q Dustin, currently do you suffer from any

physical pain or discomfort as result of your injuries

from the accident?

A Yes.

Q Could you tell the jury what that's about?

A My hipis fully healed, but sometimes when

| workout or if, you know, I'm walking around, or

standing for too long, it starts to hurt a little bit

because the way the leg is, | was told as much as | can
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to put pressure on both legs while I'm standing, but

you can only do that for so long.

So a lot of time when | have to like

wait for the bus or the train, excuse me, | have to

lean on my left leg, and | put a lot of pressure on

that. Sometimes it takes its toll on my hip.

But in terms of the stump, the best

way for me to describe it, is it's like a burning,

tingling sensation that is constantly, | just

constantly have, every waking moment of every day.

Best way | think that I've been

describing it, when your foot first falls asleep, when

it starts to wake back up and it kind of hurts a little

Heyward C. Davis - Official Court Reporter



10

11

12

13

126

Dibble - Plaintiff - Direct/Smiley

bit and it burns a little bit, that's just the way it

constantly feels all the time.

Q By the way, Dustin, previously you

mentioned you would travel, a friend invited you to

Miami. Have you experienced any problems involving

your prosthesis, whether it is something to fly or

travel or go through security or airport or here in

this courthouse?

A Yes, probably airport security is

extremely tight now. With this leg, it sets off the

metal detector any time. For flying, any time | go to

the airport, as soon as | walk through the metal
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detectors | have to explain to them, you know, what the

deal is. Then they put me in one of those side rooms

where | have to pull up, you know, if | don't have any

type of pants that can be easily pulled up, | have to

take my pants off or down and they inspect the leg,

they wipe it down with something looking for like bomb

residue or anything like that. They wipe that down,

run their tests, and then maybe like 10, 15 minutes

process, at the least to wait and go through that.

So any time I'm going to fly

somewhere, | always have to give myself some extra time

because that happens every time, it's not, it's not

uncommon for me to do that, because they always make me

Heyward C. Davis - Official Court Reporter
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do that any time | go through the metal detector, but

any place that has metal detectors, sets it off

anywhere.

So any time | go through that, |

always have to explain to them, | have to show them the

components, show them the leg or anything like that,

any time | go through security.

Q Dustin, as you sit here today, do you have

any concerns about your future and about the fact of

your injury or your ability to do or not do things that

you had planned for the future?

A Yeah. You know, it changed my whole
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outlook on my future. I'm big, we have a big family, a

our family is really important too, that's the way |

was raised, and | have on my mind a lot of things we

did when we were young, when we were family, it's

something | always wanted to be able to do with my

kids.

You know, for example, back at our

house we used have to a pond in the back of our house

and we would go down there and we'd be down there and

one of the big things was we used to race my dad out in

the pond and we used to try to catch him, and | know

that, | know that I'm not going to be able to do that

if I have any kids or anything like that.

Heyward C. Davis - Official Court Reporter
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I'm not going to be able to have any

races with them or help them out with basketball or

football or participate with them in any sports or

anything like that.

Also I'd like to own a house

eventually, and | just don't know if | know what it

takes to -- from my dad and my mom had go through to

upkeep a house, and | just don't know if I'll be able

to, whether I'm, you know, | might be able to do it

now, but what about when I'm 55, 56 years older, I'm

not going to be able to climb on ladders, clean up the

gutters on the house, or do any repairs or paint a
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house.

That stuff is a real concern to me,

because it's all things | wanted to be able to do when

| get older, it wasn't something | thought was ever

going to be a problem for me.

Q What impact, as best you can describe it,

has the injuries that you suffered caused on you

emotionally, the type of person you are?

A What I've been told by people before the

injury | was very outgoing, | participated a lot in

conversations and | was very outgoing with people,

meeting new people. | never had a problem with that.

Or | was always very, | won't say cocky, | was always

Heyward C. Davis - Official Court Reporter
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2 very sure of myself, | had confidence in myself as a

3 person, and what my abilities were and now | know, |

4 just, | don't, best way for me to describe it, | just

5 don't have any confidence in myself, | don't feel like

6 | know what my capabilities are, and | don't feel like

7 best way | guess for me say, | don't feel like | could

8 do anything.

9 Back before the accident | felt |

10 could do anything | wanted to do. | could just be

11 anything | wanted to be. But | just don't feel the

12 same way now.

13 Q Is there any particular part about the
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injuries that you suffered that is worse than anything

else?

A When I think of two things I'd like to

say, it's one part, but it's multiple parts, | mean

something like this. Not just one worse thing. Worse

thing for me, one of the worst things is the

uncertainty, like | said, | can move around now and |

can trip on something or maybe trip going up the stairs

and catch myself, but, you know, | don't know what I'm

going to be able to do when I'm an older, older man.

| won't have the capabilities | have

now. | don't know if I'll be able to handle myself and

take care of myself when I'm older. Like | don't know
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what I'm going to be able to do. And that uncertainty

of my future, not knowing, not knowing where I'm going

to be, where | can go, what I'm able to do, it really,

really bothers me and eats at me.

And then the other thing that gets to

me is the pain that I'm in every day, but also, the

pain that | know I've caused my family and the people

that have had to go through, people have had to go

through this with me.

And | know my mom especially --

excuse me. | know my mom especially, she's spent time

with me since the accident happened, on her, so | know



14 | put them through this kind of pain and suffering as

15 much as | have to go through. It's really been hard on

16 me.
17 Q Thank you, Dustin.
18 MR. SMILEY: | don't have any further

19 questions.

20 THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, we're going

21 to take a ten-minute break.

22 THE OFFICER: All rise.
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